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March 4, 2004 …

Health Care

Action Day
Protest huge premium cost increases and cuts in benefits and essential services!  Wear the sticker at work, school, shopping, on March 4.

Last June, tens of thousands of people across Massachusetts participated in Health Care Action Day.  The day of action inspired national Jobs with Justice to spread the campaign nationwide. On March 4, thousands of Massachusetts workers and community members mobilize again for 

a health care insurance plan that:

· covers everyone, 

· saves money by eliminating bureaucratic inefficiency, and 

· is publicly financed.
The goal for Health Care Action Day is to have as many people as possible participating in simple activities (wearing a sticker, holding rallies, reaching out to not-yet union workers) to show support for comprehensive reforms that would provide “Health Care for All.”

On March 4, send WMass employers and politicians a message!

An insurance program that covers everyone would save money by eliminating bureaucratic inefficiency while improving the quality of care.  It would also hold down costs by having the clout to negotiate better prices with health care providers and the pharmaceutical industry.  

Unfortunately, the recent passage of Bush’s prescription drug program is a step in the opposite direction.  It encourages companies to cut back or drop retiree benefits, locks in high drug prices, and allows for the privatization of Medicare.  Health Care Action Day gives us the opportunity to join with retirees and others who want to expand and improve Medicare, not destroy it.  For more information, contact Mass Senior Action Council, 533-9235, lstone@wmeldercare.org, www.masssenioraction.org/.

For union members with contracts that expire this year, Health Care Action Day is a chance to send a message to employers that we oppose contract proposals that shift insurance costs to members.  When we take a strong stand against cost shifting, it forces employers to become part of the solution and helps build momentum for meaningful political reforms.  For more information, contact Pioneer Valley AFL-CIO, 732-7970, unionyes@pvaflcio.org, www.pvaflcio.org. 

In Massachusetts in particular, Health Care Action Day is an opportunity to shine a light on State Senate Bill 686, which would establish the Massachusetts Health Care Trust Fund, a universal health care system, providing universal access, a comprehensive range of physical and mental health benefits, choice of provider, quality, unified financing and cost controls, accountable governance, and stability.  The Massachusetts Health Care Trust Fund will be a "single-payer" of all health care costs, statewide.  We need to get the bill discharged from committee.  For more information, contact the Franklin/Hampshire Health Care Coalition, 586-0345 or 253-3197, markham@hge.net, www.masscare.org.

Want to stay involved in Health Care Action?

Contact WMass Jobs With Justice, 737-0640, wmjwj@hge.net or Tiffany Skogstrom at 617-524-8778, skogstrom@massjwj.net, or visit www.massjwj.net.
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