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Dear High Commissioner Lubbers:

I am writing to express concern about the Iraqi refugees in the Rafha camp in Saudi
Arabia.  I congratulate you on your recent award by the Saudi government in recognition
of your work on refugees' behalf.  I ask you to do even more to end their confinement,
and to expedite a new program resettling them in third countries or repatriating them, if
they wish, once the region is stable.

As you know, the refugees at Rafha have been living in tents in the desert, under armed
guard, since 1991.  Former inmates at Rafha report that they have suffered grave human
rights abuses:  They have inadequate clean water and hygiene facilities; they are deprived
of contact with the outside world; the guards, acting on their own authority, have killed
many of them.

Repatriation to Saddam Hussein's Iraq has not an option for these people; returned
refugees have been jailed, killed or "disappeared."  Their families in Iraq have been jailed
and tortured.  Should the climate in Iraq become safe for them, I ask that you make every
effort to swiftly repatriate them.

But they have been in the desert for twelve years.  I also ask you to do anything you can
to get the Saudi government to free them from the camp and grant them asylum while
they seek settlement, whether in Iraq or in third countries.  Please do everything possible
to start a new program to emigrate them.

They are highly educated people who would be an asset to any nation. U.N. action is
needed to free these intelligent, gifted people who have been living like animals.  Please
immediately start a new emigration program for them, and end 12 years of despair.

Yours sincerely,


